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Your handy guide  
to help you fundraise

YOU ARE 
AMAZING!
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A GREAT BIG THANK YOU! 
Thank you for doing something amazing and 
supporting Birmingham St Mary’s Hospice! 
At the Hospice, we provide free care and support to local people living with life-limiting 
illness. We do this by offering personalised support in people’s homes, in their local 
community and at the Hospice itself.  

Hi.  We’re the Birmingham St Mary’s Event Fundraising Team.  If you have any questions 
about the event you’re doing or would like any advice or support with your fundraising, 
please drop us a line and we’ll be happy to help.

T: 0121 752 8779     E: events@birminghamhospice.org.uk

It costs £9 million each year to run the Hospice, with over 60% coming directly from the 
incredible fundraising efforts of people just like you. Your generous support makes sure that 
we can continue to fund our vital work and make hospice care available for all, wherever and 
whenever they need it. 

Without you, this wouldn’t be possible – thank you! 



DONATE AND MAKE 
A DIFFERENCE! 

There are a number of ways to collect 
donations/sponsorship in support of 
the Hospice.
Online: We suggest that an online 
donation page is  perhaps the easiest 
method for both you (to set up and 
collect the money) and for us (to receive 
the money).  Research also shows that 
people give more online and so choosing 
this method can help to easily boost your 
fundraising total.  
There are lots of different platforms you 
can use to set up  fundraising donation 
page including  Justgiving, GivePenny 
or Virgin Money Giving.  If you set 
up a fundraising page on one of these 
platforms, when someone donates the 
money is sent straight to us! 
Paper forms: You can also collect 
donations offline by using the sponsorship 
form provided in your pack. You can pay 
in these donations via our website, by post 
or in person. 
Once you’ve sent in your donation and 
we’ve received donations from all the 
other event participants) we’ll send you a 
thank you letter which you can share with 
the people who kindly supported you.  
Please note, this may take up to 8 weeks.

Did you know that as a UK taxpayer, you 
can include Gift Aid when you donate? 
This means that an extra 25p for every 
£1 donated will be added by the taxman! 
Don’t forget to encourage anyone who is 
sponsoring you to tick this box!

GIVE YOUR 
DONATION AN 
EXTRA BOOST! 

Decide how you want 
to fundraise?



Next steps
So, you’ve signed up to one of our fundraising events and decided how your 
going to collect your money, but what next?  If you’re keen to maximise 
your fundraising efforts, then here are few things you might like to consider.  
Remember, the money you raise really can make a difference to local people 
living with life-limiting illness.

Get personal: 
Personalise your 
fundraising page by 
uploading photos and 
telling people about 
the event and why you 
are taking part.

And lastly, enjoy yourself: Be sure to take plenty of photos of you 
doing your challenge and share these with your friends and family (and with us 
of course as we’d love to see them too!) 
Whatever event you chose to participate in, we want you to have fun and enjoy 
your experience, knowing that your involvement and amazing support is making 
a real difference to local families living with life-limiting illness.  

Shout about it!  
Now you’ve decided on how 
you’re going to fundraise it’s time 
to shout about your incredible 
challenge! Whatever you’re 
preferred communication 
method, make sure everyone 
you know is aware of what 
you’re doing.  You can text, call, 
share it on Facebook, Twitter, 
Instagram, Snapchat or a good 
old fashioned face to face catch 
up will also do the trick!

Get off to a flying start:  
Ask a family member or someone you 
think might pledge a lot of money to make 
your first donation as this will encourage 
others to follow suit and donate a similar 
amount.

Boost your funds:  
Check if your company offers a 
match funding scheme as this could 
instantly double your efforts.

Set yourself a target  
This is a great motivator and tells your 
supporters how much you aim to raise.
Whether its £5 or £500, every penny 
raised will help people to live well with  
their illness.



EVERY PENNY COUNTS...

However you’re supporting us, the money you raise really has the power to change the 
future of end of life care.  Here’s how your donations help:

will provide tea and toast for patients receiving therapeutic care 
at our Day Hospice £2

will provide tasty home-cooked meals and refreshments for a 
day for an individual staying at the Hospice£10

pays for a specialist bereavement support session to help a child 
coping with the loss of a loved one£50

pays for patients to receive physiotherapy for the day helping 
them to be mobile and as independent as possible £215

could pay for a whole day of Hospice at Home care for patients 
at the very end of life £913

It costs over £9 million each year to run Birmingham St Mary’s Hospice.  
That’s £24,658 a day, £1027 per hour, and £17 every minute!
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Charlotte’s story 
“My mum Debbie is the most inspirational, intelligent, funny and 
extraordinary woman. A few years ago, she was diagnosed with Multiple 
System Atrophy (MSA) – a rare and complex disorder which affects the brain 
and can cause difficulties with speech, loss of muscle coordination, and slow 
movement. 
There is no cure for MSA and no medication to slow down the progression. Whilst it 
might limit my mum’s physical ability, it certainly doesn’t define her. She still has her 
brilliant sense of humour – it just takes her a little bit longer to get to the punchline. 
Birmingham St Mary’s has been brilliant in supporting my mum to live well with her 
illness. She currently receives care at home, at the Day Hospice and through the 
volunteer-led group, Support at Home. 
My mum has always been a creative soul and so the art therapeutic activities she does 
at the Day Hospice have particularly benefited her. As my mum can’t communicate 
verbally, it’s a chance for her to express herself whilst doing something she loves.  
It’s seeing this care that has made me and my three daughters, Grace, Millie and 
Rose, want to do something daring and fundraise for the Hospice (read their inspiring 
story on the following page). 

Last summer, we took on lots of fundraising activities to give back to the place that 
gives so much to our family. I think it’s fantastic that the Hospice is celebrating 40 
years of care this year and I hope that with more support, the charity can continue to 
provide its crucial care to many more families over the next four decades.”  

Your amazing support and generosity helps ensure the best care is available 
to people across Birmingham and Sandwell wherever and whenever they 
need it.  But don’t take our word for it...meet Charlotte, who’s mom is 
receiving care and support to help her live with a life-limiting illness.
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Thank you once again, for supporting Birmingham St Mary’s Hospice. We wish you the 
best of luck with your event/challenge and look forward to seeing you on the day.  If you 
have any questions or would like any support with your fundraising in the meantime, 
please contact  us:

T: 0121 752 8779     E: events@birminghamhospice.org.uk

It’s not just a hospice – it’s a place for living. When you’re 
ill, you have so much to deal with. So having someone 
come along and take some of that weight off your 
shoulders means a lot. You’re in safe hands here, it just 
makes things that little bit easier.

Vicky, Day Hospice and Welcome Group attendee  


